
Eleventh Grade English -- Peekskill High School 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 
Welcome to 11th grade! We are excited about the brand new year ahead of us and look forward to meeting 
you in September. Over the summer, you must complete the Summer Reading Assignment. This work will 
count towards the 1st quarter grade.  Be sure to pace yourself and work on this assignment during July and 
August, as leaving all of the work until the end of the summer will lead to low-quality work and heavy stress.   
 
Your task: 

 Read TWO books during the summer from the list below.   

 Complete TEN “Quotes and Notes” entries based on reading each book. 

 Create a Photo Story, PowerPoint presentation, Graphic Novel, Blog or Critical Lens essay (based on 
the quotation about the human condition, include in packet).   

 You will be required to share your Photo Story/ PowerPoint presentation, Graphic Novel, Blog 
Critique or Critical Lens essay upon returning to school in September. 

 All work must be typed.  Use 12 point font and double spacing.   
 

Due Dates: 

 “Quotes and Notes” and additional project are due on Friday, September 13.  . 

 You will be tested on your outside reading with an on-demand, in-class assessment in September.   
 
Next year, the lens through which we will perceive each work of literature we read is the human condition.  This 
term refers to the experiences of being human in a social, cultural, and personal context. It grapples with the 
question, what does it mean to be human? The human condition describes the joys and terrors that come with being 
human; it refers to the biologically determined events (such as death, birth, pain, fear, etc.) common to all 
human lives.  It refers to our reactions to these events and the ways we cope with them.  Therefore, while 
reading, think about how the characters in the novels deal with their own human condition.   

 
11th Grade Book List (Novels are grouped by length, difficulty, and subject matter.) 

 
Quick Reads  

Looking for Alaska coming-of-age, conformity, false appearances  John Green             221 pgs. 
Autobiography of My Dead Brother    loyalty, friendship, urban dwelling Walter Dean Myers      224 pgs.  
Keeping the Moon  body image, acceptance, coming-of-age  Sarah Dessen               256 pgs. 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian   race, family issues Sherman Alexie           288 pgs. 
Home of the Braves    family issues, conformity   David Klass             312 pgs. 
Cancer Vixen: A True Story  graphic novel, breast cancer, love, survival Marisa A. Marchetto 224 pgs. 

Middle of-the-Road Reads 
Bodega Dreams  reliving the past, urban dwelling, ethnicity, religion  Ernesto Quinonez       224 pgs. 
The Catcher in the Rye coming- of-age, alienation, pretentiousness  J.D. Salinger                224pgs. 
The Things They Carried Vietnam war, redemption   Tim O’Brien               256pgs 
The Lovely Bones  coming-of-age, processing grief    Alice Sebold            328 pgs. 
The Color of Water  race, understanding the past   James McBride            352pgs.  

Challenging Contemporary Novels & Classics 
A Confederacy of Dunces false charity, intellectual comedy,   John Kennedy Toole   416pgs. 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest paranoia, psychiatric issues, conformity Ken Kesey                   336pgs. 
The Bluest Eye  race, beauty       Toni Morrison             224pgs. 
The Blind Side  sports, race, social classes     Michael Lewis              352pgs. 
Tortilla Curtain  American dream, immigration, inequality   T.C. Boyle             368 pgs. 
The Fountainhead the importance of individualism, objectivism  Ayn Rand                     720pgs. 



Assignment # 1: “Quotes and Notes” 
Respond to each book through “Quotes and Notes” journal entries.  For each book, record ten crucial 
passages, and then develop your own response explaining why the passage is important.   
 
Choose the passages based on the following guidelines: 

a. Discuss two passages that describe the main character;      
b. Discuss two passages that reveal the setting and establish the mood; 
c. Discuss two passages that develop the plot (exposition, conflict, climax, resolution);               
d. Discuss two passages that communicate the theme; 
e. Discuss two passages in order to develop a Text-to Self, Text-to-Text, and/or Text-to-World 

Connections 
 

Quotation Note/ Response 

 

 Cite a passage from the novel here, in 
quotation marks.  Identify the page 
number. 

 

 

 Analyze the passage according to a, b, c, 
d, or e above (clearly identify). 

 Use complete sentences and thoroughly 
explain the significance of the passage. 

 

 
Assignment # 2: Choice Project 
Create a Photo Story/PowerPoint Presentation, Graphic Novel, Blog Book Critique, or Critical Lens essay 
discussing either one or both of the works of literature.  No matter what type of response you choose to 
complete, your assignment must include the following: 
 

  Crucial traits of the main character;  

  Identify and describe the setting; 

  Key scenes from the plot (exposition, conflict, climax, resolution); 

  Discussion of the theme; 

  Specific passages from the novel as evidence (use passages from “Quotes and Notes”); 

  Text-to Self, Text-to-Text, and/or Text-to-World Connections.  
 
A Photo Story/ PowerPoint presentation is a collection of photographs or series of slides that summarizes 
key aspects of the novel and captures your own vision of the text.  Include pictures and specific passages that 
identify and describe the characters, setting, key plot developments, theme, and connections.  
 
A Graphic Novel is an artistic adaptation of the text.  Create your own graphic novel that pulls in the actual 
characters, portrays the setting, retells crucial scenes from the plot, and communicates the same theme.  Use 
actual passages from the novel at times to parallel your own artwork. 
 
A Blog Book Critique communicates your personal analysis and evaluation of the novel.  The focus of a 
blog book critique is to identify and support what you believe are strengths and weaknesses of the novel.  In 
order to do so, discuss how effectively the author creates characters, describes the setting, develops key plot 
scenes, and communicates a theme.  
 
The Critical Lens Essay is a discussion of a specific quote (the Critical Lens) and how it relates to the two 
novels you read during the summer.  Support whether you agree or disagree with the lens through discussing 
specific examples of how the authors’ incorporate characterization, setting, plot, and theme. 

 



PowerPoint/ Photo Story Outline 
A Photo Story/ PowerPoint presentation is a collection of photographs or series of slides that summarizes 
key aspects of the novel and captures your own vision of the text.  Include pictures and specific passages that 
identify and describe the characters, setting, key plot developments, theme, and connections.  
  
Directions: 

1. EVERY  SLIDE  MUST  HAVE  AT  LEAST  ONE  SENTENCE  OR  BULLET, AND NO 
MORE  THAN  TWO  SENTENCES  PER  SLIDE.  IF  YOU NEED  TO  USE  MORE  
THAN  TWO  SENTENCES,  YOU  MUST  CREATE A  NEW  SLIDE. USE A LARGE 
AND BOLD FONT SO YOUR CLASSMATES CAN READ THE SLIDE. 

 
2. EACH  SLIDE  MUST  CONTAIN  AT  LEAST  ONE  PICTURE  RELATED  TO  WHAT  

YOU  ARE  DESCRIBING.  So, for example, if you are describing a main character who is an 
Eskimo, insert a picture of an Eskimo from Google images.  If the book takes place in South Africa, 
insert a picture typical of South Africa. 
 

3. THE MINIMUM NUMBER OF SLIDES THAT YOU MUST CREATE IS ELEVEN. 
 
Slides: 
 

1. SLIDE 1: State the title and author of the book.  Include your name below this information. 
 

2. SLIDE 2: Identify the setting [time and place] with a complete sentence.  Also, if your book takes place 
in NY during the Civil War, choose a slide from that time period, not a slide of the Empire State 
Building. You may choose to use two slides for this if you find some really good images! 
 

3. SLIDE 3: Introduce and describe the main character.   
 

4. SLIDE 4: Supporting character # 1.  Include a brief description of the character and explain how the 
character relates to the main character.  For example:  Uri is Mafatu’s dog.  He is playful and loyal. 
Also insert a picture of a playful dog. 
 

5. SLIDE 5: Supporting character #2.  Same as above, using a picture and complete sentences. 
 

6. SLIDE 6: Supporting character #3.  Same as above, but of course, a different picture.  
 

7. SLIDE 7: brief summary of the book.  For example:  This book is about a teenage boy, Aremis Slake, 
who has a horrible life and he escapes to the subways of NY. 
 

8. SLIDE 8: Describe one conflict or problem the main character overcomes or solves.  For example:  
Mafatu’s main problem was that he was afraid of the sea.  You could use another slide to then explain 
how people treated him badly as a result of this. 
 

9. SLIDE 9: Describe a second conflict or problem the character must overcome or solve.  Include an 
appropriate and relevant picture. 
 

10. SLIDE 10: Explain the THEME (or message or moral) of the book.  For example:  The theme of this 
novel is that we all possess an inner strength that will help us overcome problems.   
 

11. SLIDE 11: Give your opinion as to whether or not this was a good book.  Explain why you feel this 
way using details from the story.   



Graphic Novel 
 

A Graphic Novel is an artistic adaptation of the text.  Create your own graphic novel that pulls in the actual 
characters, portrays the setting, retells crucial scenes from the plot, and communicates the same theme.  Use 
actual passages from the novel at times to parallel your own artwork. 
 
Directions: 
1.  Create at least 10 panels that represent the most important scenes from the novel. The combination of all 
the panels will represent the entire story. The panels may be created by hand or digitally. 
2.  The illustrations and text must represent the characters, crucial scenes, setting, and theme. 
3.  Use a combination of dialogue from the text and captions which will help the reader follow the storyline.  
 
Parts of the Graphic Novel: 

Panels- The images that are usually laid out within borders are known as panels. 

The speech or word balloon (also known as a speech bubble), is a graphic used to assign ownership of 

dialogue on a particular character. Bubbles which represent an internal dialogue are referred to as 

"thought balloons". The shape of the balloon will indicate the type of dialogue contained, with thought 

balloons being more cloud-like and connected to the owner by a series of small bubbles. 

Captions- Comic book captions are a narrative device, often used to convey information that cannot be 

communicated by the art or speech.  

Symbolia- There are certain iconic symbols in comic drawings.  

 A light bulb above a character’s head to show an idea 

 A “Z” to represent sleep. 

 Musical notes in speech bubbles indicate singing 

 A storm cloud with lightning can depict anger. 

Sound effects and environmental sounds are presented without balloons, in bold or "3D" text in all upper 

case. 

 BAM! (pistol shot) 

 CREAK! (squeaky door opening)    

 POW! (fist hitting chin) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panel_(comic_strips)


Blog Book Critique 
A Blog Book Critique communicates your personal analysis and evaluation of the novel.  The focus is to 
identify and support what you believe are strengths and weaknesses of the novel.  In order to do so, discuss 
how effectively the author creates characters, describes the setting, develops key plot scenes, and 
communicates a theme.  
 
Prewriting Activity:  

Prior to beginning your draft, brainstorm a list of strengths and weaknesses. Complete the following two-
column chart.  Only list points that can be supported with details from the text.   

Strengths Weaknesses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidelines for Writing the Critique:  

Note:  Prior to posting your response online, complete a polished draft in MS Word.  DO NOT publish 
your work until it has been read, revised, and edited! 

1. Include the title, author and genre in the first paragraph.  

2. Include two or three sentences that describe the basic plot of the book. Do not include excessive 
details about the plot or give away crucial information (no spoilers); instead write a brief summary to 
provide the readers with a basic overview of what to expect. 

3. Develop separate paragraphs discussing each item on your list of strengths and weaknesses.  
Elaborate on each listed point so that your readers can better understand your assessment of the 
novel. 

4. Include quotations to back up your points. Surround your quotations with quotation marks.  Also, 
lead into the quotations with your own writing, rather than simply dropping them into the text. Use 
these quotations to justify your assessment of the novel. 

5. Conclude with a clear thumbs-up or thumbs-down statement. Avoid a wishy-washy ending. A review 
should always stamp a book as good or bad. Take a stand and make it clear to your readers in the final 
paragraph whether or not you would recommend the novel. 

6. Proofread and edit your writing with a clear mind.   

Last Step:   
Copy, paste, and publish your response on the following blog: http://hs.peekskillcsd.org/blogs/tnewby 



Summer Reading Essay- The Human Condition 

Regents Exam Part IV 
 

Your Task: Write a critical essay in which you discuss the two works you have read from the particular 
perspective of the quote below.    In your essay, provide a valid interpretation of the quotation, agree or 
disagree with the statement as you have interpreted it, and support your opinion using specific references to 
appropriate literary elements from the two works.   
 
Quotation:  
 

 
“I am always talking about the human condition…what it is like to be human, what makes us 

weep, what makes us fall and stumble and somehow rise and go on…” 
-Maya Angelou (excerpted)  

 

 
Guidelines: 
 
Be sure to 

- Provide a valid interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for analysis. 
- Indicate whether you agree or disagree with the statement as you have interpreted it. 
- Choose two works you have read that you believe best support your opinion. 
- Avoid plot summary.  Instead, use specific references to appropriate literary elements (for 

example theme, characterization, setting, point of view) to develop your analysis.   
- Organize your ideas in a unified and coherent manner. 
- Specify titles and authors of the works you choose. 
- Follow the conventions of standard written English. 



Critical Lens Essay Outline 

The Critical Lens Essay is a discussion of a specific quote (the Critical Lens) and how it relates to the two 
novels you read during the summer.  Support whether you agree or disagree with the lens through discussing 
specific examples of how the authors’ incorporate characterization, setting, plot, and theme. 
 

1st paragraph/ introduction: 

 Introduce the critical lens and restate/ interpret in your own words. 

 State whether you agree or disagree and explain why. 

 Introduce the two works of literature (titles and authors) you will discuss. 

 

2nd paragraph/ body paragraph # 1: 

 State the title of the first work and link it to the critical lens. 

 Explain one specific reference to a literary element (theme, characterization, setting, point of view, 

conflict, etc.) to develop your analysis. DO NOT just summarize the plot. 

 Explain a second specific reference to a literary element (theme, characterization, setting, point of 

view, conflict, etc.) to develop your analysis. DO NOT just summarize the plot. 

 Transitional sentence: Restate/ explain how the text supports your interpretation of the critical lens. 

(Note: divide into two paragraphs if discussion of each literary element is extremely well-developed.) 

 

3rd paragraph/ body paragraph # 2: 

 State the title of the first work and link it to the critical lens. 

 Explain one specific reference to a literary element (theme, characterization, setting, point of view, 

conflict, etc.) to develop your analysis. DO NOT just summarize the plot. 

 Explain a second specific reference to a literary element (theme, characterization, setting, point of 

view, conflict, etc.) to develop your analysis. DO NOT just summarize the plot. 

 Transitional sentence: Restate/ explain how the text supports your interpretation of the critical lens. 

(Note: divide into two paragraphs if discussion of each literary element is extremely well-developed.) 

 

4th paragraph/ Conclusion: 

 Restate your interpretation of the critical lens quote with different language. 

 Briefly restate how the two works support your interpretation. 

 Closing thoughts = so what?  

 


